Top Ten Toy Tips
(Reprinted with Permission of the Nationa Lekotek Center)

Sdecting a toy for a child with disabilities? Here are the questions that the play experts
a the Nationa Lekotek Center ask when choosing developmentaly appropriate toys for
differently-abled kids. Use these questions to guide you in make the right match between
the child for whom you' re buying and a toy.

1.

Multisensory appeal: Does the toy respond with lights, sounds, or movements to
engage the child? Are there contrasting ®@lors? Does it have a scent? |Is there
texture?

Method of activation: Will the toy provide a chdlenge without frudration?
What is the force required to activate? What are the number and complexity of
steps required to activate?

Places the toy will be used: Will the toy be easy to store? |s there space in the
home? Can the toy be used in a variety of postions such as sde-lying or on a
whedchair tray?

Opportunities for success. Can play be open-ended with no definite right or
wrong way? Isit adgptable to the child'sindividud style, ability, and pace.

Current popularity: Is it a toy tha will hdp the child with disahilities fed like
"any other kid"? Does it tie-in with other activities like books and at sets that
promote other forms of play?

Self expression: Does the toy dlow for creativity, uniqueness, and making
choices? Will it give the child experiences with a variety of media?

Adjugability: Does it have adjustable height, sound volume, speed, and level of
difficulty?

Child’s individual abilitiess Does the toy provide activities that reflect both
developmenta and chronologica ages? Doesit reflect the child' sinterests?

Safety and durability: Does the toy fit the child's 9ze and drength? Does it
have moisture resstance? |Is the toy and its parts szed appropriately? Can it be
washed and cleaned?

10. Potential for interaction: Will the child be an active participant during use?

Will the toy encourage socid engagement with others?

For further assistancein choosing toysfor kids of all abilities, contact the National

Lekotek Center at 1-800-366-PLAY or www.lekotek.org.



